WHAT  THOUGHT  IS
I saw that the world was beautiful, and that if it was not entirely happy it was because of defects which existed to be overcome, for the whole value of life lay in overcoming them and going on. Trouble was to be faced, not to be run away from. Purity and innocence were at best negative virtues, and were hindrances in battle or in life. A soldier's sword had to be stained with blood, not kept within its sheath in idle innocence, which is only an euphemism for ignorance. All the world is one, now and for ever, never separated into heaven nor hell here, or hereafter.
I didn't want to go to either heaven or hell. I wanted life, and so did all others I knew.
A man's acts are not a fair criterion of his worth. Nearly all his acts are bond, by birth, physique, by circumstances, by authority. No two men are born alike ; therefore no two men can be judged alike.
The theory and the ethics of the Churches are inconsistent, wanting, and harmful often to the world. They are exceedingly depressing, whereas truth must give joy and courage. They had degrading ideas of God. What Jesus meant 1 didn't know, but neither did the Churches. Their interpretation of him was absurd. They didn't want to know what he meant. They wanted to wash in his blood, and not in the least to understand or follow what he said ; their object was to benefit by his death, not by his life.